Abstract. Compared with typical alpine plant communities, the generally open and scat tered plant assemblages of the subnival and the nival belts are only marginally treated in the extensive ecological literature on the Alps. Although a few authors have provided general comments about plant assemblages within the uppermost vegetation belts, no detailed account on vegetation patterns in relation to environmental gradients and factors has been published so far. Such an account, however, is needed to understand the impact of climate change on alpine vegetation.
